CAUSE NO. ____________

IN THE MATTER OF 			§ 		IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
						§
THE LAW PRACTICE OF 		§ 		480TH JUDICIAL DISTRICT
						§
[DECEASED LAWYER] 			§ 		BEXAR COUNTY, TEXAS


REPORT OF CUSTODIAN AND 
MOTION FOR DISSOLUTION OF CUSTODIANSHIP
	
	On [DATE], the Court signed an Order for Assumption of Jurisdiction over the Law Practice of [DECEASED LAWYER], pursuant to a petition filed by Petitioner in this cause.  At that time, the Court appointed the undersigned, [CUSTODIAN], as Custodian of the client files and records of the Law Practice of [DECEASED LAWYER].  In accordance with the Order of the Court, the Custodian has undertaken and accomplished the following: 

	1) The client matter files and records of [DECEASED LAWYER] were obtained by Custodian.  All files have been kept in Custodian’s possession and the Custodian and his staff conducted the following exhaustive procedures on behalf of the clients involved: 

(a)	all of the files were reviewed, and ______ total clients were identified
(b)	______ active matters were identified
(c)	Electronic court dockets indicated _____ active or pending cases in the State of Texas involving [DECEASED LAWYER] as counsel for a party in interest or in any other capacity before the court, such as [EXECUTOR, GUARDIAN, ATTORNEY AD LITEM, ADMINISTRATOR, DESIGNATED EXPERT]
(d)	notification in the form of  ______ letters were distributed via U.S. mail to (#) of parties who appeared from the records reviewed by Custodian to be active or former clients of [DECEASED LAWYER] whose interests would be affected by the death of [DECEASED LAWYER], a copy of the form of which is attached hereto.
(e) 	_______ of the files were returned to clients.
(f)	______ of pending matters were either continued, dropped, or addressed by substitute counsel on behalf of a former client of [DECEASED LAWYER].
(g)	electronic data was discovered on the following websites, databases, or third-party services or platforms: ___________________
(h)	all other files that were not claimed still remain in Custodian’s possession. 

	2) Appropriate actions, as necessary, to protect the interest of any client were taken.  Each file was examined to determine whether any pending actions required attention.  There were _______ files/clients with upcoming court dates that were successfully notified, referred to new counsel, or rescheduled.  
	
	3) Custodian’s personnel notified all of those clients of [DECEASED LAWYER] for whom contact information was available, and all other clients who contacted Custodian were notified that the undersigned had been appointed Custodian of their files; advised them that unless they had obtained another lawyer, they were not currently represented; and advised them that it might be necessary for them to obtain another attorney.  They were also given the information necessary to arrange to retrieve their file(s). Custodian’s staff were available to answer general questions and refer clients to substitute counsel based on the apparent nature and subject matter of their case or matter with [DECEASED LAWYER]. 

	4) In those instances where the last known address of the client was no longer valid, attempts were made to locate the client to pick up their file(s).

	5) In each and every case where requested and where files were available, files have been returned to clients. 

	6) Those clients who made a request for a file that had not been turned over to the Custodian were advised on other remedies that could be taken. 

	7).	The Custodian does not anticipate any further activity in these matters.  Files have been kept either at Custodian’s offices or at a secured, offsite storage area of Custodian, for the length of time required by the Order for Assumption of Jurisdiction over the Law Practice of [DECEASED LAWYER] entered on [ORDER DATE].

	FOR THESE REASONS, the Custodian requests that the Court release the Custodian from any and all obligations as Custodian pursuant to the terms of the Order for Assumption of Jurisdiction over the Law Practice of [DECEASED LAWYER], entered by this Court on [DATE], and that this Court order all remaining filed not so retrieved to be permanently destroyed.
 

Respectfully submitted, 

/s/ [CUSTODIAN]
[CUSTODIAN]
State Bar No ######
Address 

