[bookmark: _GoBack]CAUSE NO. __________________

IN THE MATTER OF 			§ 		IN THE DISTRICT COURT OF
						§
THE LAW PRACTICE OF 		§ 		___________ COUNTY, TEXAS
						§
______________________ 			§ 		______ JUDICIAL DISTRICT


PETITION FOR ASSUMPTION OF JURISDICTION

TO THE HONORABLE JUDGE OF SAID COURT: 

	__________________, Petitioner, applies to the Court for assumption of jurisdiction over the law practice and client files of __________________, Respondent, located in his [home OR office] at ____________________, and in storage unit number ________ located at [name of storage facility], [address for storage facility], pursuant to Part XIII, Sections 13.01, 13.02, and 13.03 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure and in support of its petition would show the Court as follows: 

I.

	Respondent, Texas Bar No. ______________, was an attorney licensed to practice law in the State of Texas. Respondent most recently maintained an office for the practice of law in _______ County, Texas, and he most recently leased a storage unit in ______ County, Texas. It is necessary for the court to assume jurisdiction over Respondent’s client files and appoint a custodian over Respondent’s law office files located in his [home OR office] and within the storage unit.
 
II.

	
	The Assumption of Jurisdiction and appointment of custodian pursuant to Part XIII, Sections 13.01, 13.02 and 13.03 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure is warranted because Respondent [is deceased OR has become physically, mentally or emotionally disabled and cannot provide legal services necessary to protect the interests of clients].  Respondent has active client matters for which no other attorney licensed by the State Bar of Texas has agreed, with the consent of the clients, to assume responsibility. 

III.
 
	The following facts show cause to believe that the assumption of jurisdiction of Respondent's files is required: 

	A) 	[Respondent passed away on _____________________ OR Respondent has 			become physically, mentally or emotionally disabled and cannot 					provide legal services necessary to protect the interests of clients.]
	B) 	Court supervision is necessary because Respondent has left client matters for 			which 	no other attorney licensed to practice law in Texas has, with the consent of 		the client, agreed to assume responsibility. 
	C)	Cause exists to believe that the interests of one or more clients of Respondent or 			one  or more interested persons or entities will be prejudiced if these proceedings 			are not 	maintained.

IV.

	_________________, Respondent’s [attorney-in-fact, former law partner, spouse, etc.], has custody and control over Respondent’s files which are located at ____________________.  Service of process may be had upon [attorney-in-fact] at [attorney-in-fact’s address]. 

V.

	[Proposed custodian], Texas Bar No. __________, [proposed custodian’s address], has agreed to serve as custodian and review the files of Respondent and to take the necessary actions to preserve the interests of those clients. 

	WHEREFORE, PREMISES CONSIDERED, Petitioner requests that, pursuant to Sections 13.01, 13.02 and 13.03 of the Texas Rules of Disciplinary Procedure, the Court order Respondent’s [attorney-in-fact, former law partner, spouse, etc.] to show cause why the Court should not assume jurisdiction over client files of __________________.  Petitioner further requests that the Court, upon the hearing of this petition, enter an order assuming jurisdiction over Respondent’s client files and appointing [proposed custodian] to act under the Court's direction in preserving the interests of Respondent’s clients. Petitioner further prays for such other relief as may be necessary or to which it may be entitled. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________
[Petitioner’s Name] 
[State Bar Card No.] 
[Address] 
[Telephone Number] 
[Fax number]

ATTORNEY FOR PETITIONER
VERIFICATION


STATE OF TEXAS 				§
						§ 
COUNTY OF _____________ 		§ 


	Before me, the undersigned notary, on this day, personally appeared _______________, who being by me duly sworn on his oath deposed and said that he is the attorney of record for Petitioner, ________________, that he has read the above and foregoing and that, based on the information provided to and available to the undersigned attorney, every statement contained therein is true and correct. 


							________________________________
							Attorney of Record 




	SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO on this _______day of _____________, 20___, by witness my hand and official seal. 





							_________________________________
							Notary Public in and for the State of Texas
